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Racing is an extremely chal- 
lenging sport- itis a challenge for 
the mind, the body, the nerves... 

Racing requires intense concen- 
tration and perfect physical fit- 
ness. : 

Born on January 14, 1977, our 
young hero Kumar Ram Narain 
Karthikeyan has faced these chal- 


Indian to enter the world of For- 
mula -1, He is now all ‘geared- 
up’ to set challenges for his coun- 
terparts. 

We at Gokulam wish this ‘chal- 
lenger’ great success in the years 
10 come. We take this opportunity 
to thank him for going on this ‘siz- 
zling ride’ with his young fans. 


lenges with grit and has emerged 


very successful even in the inter- 
national racing scene. 

Narain is currently racing in the 
Telefonica World Series. Interna- 
tional motorsport magazines are 
known to have attributed his 
achievements to his ‘exceptional 
talent’, ‘fantastic speed’, ‘extreme 
car control’ and ‘unbeatable 
style’. 

Today, this ‘fastest Indian in 
the world’ is on his way to 
becoming the first 






















 P. Mohan Kumar, Hosur 

Tell us about your school days and your 
hobbies. 

Thave always been interested in racing - right 
from a very early age. So, my hobbies too are 
based on racing. In school, I was an average 
student, 

 R, Bharath and Vinila, Anantapur 

Why did you choose racing as your 
career? 

‘Speed meant everything to me and 
it still does more than ever before. 






It is for this reason 
z that I chose racing as 
my career. 

© K. Rajeswari, 
Mumbai 

Was becoming a star in 
motor - car racing your am- 
bition right from childhood? 

Yes. It all began when I was 
eight years old. 

¢ M.C. Murali Balaji, 
Chennai 

Who taught you how to 
drive? 





Nobody really ‘taught’ me. It all 
came naturally. 

© Mohan Arvind, Chennai 

How did you feel when you raced 
Sor the first time? How is it differ- 
ent now? 

Initially I used to feel a bit tense 
and nervous. Now I have gained more 
experience and hence I keep calm and 
feel more confident and mature. The 
will to win is at its height now. 

© Harini, Chennai 

Hadn't you been a racer, what 
would you have been? 

Racing was and continues to be 
my passion. I just can’t imagine my: 
self being anything else. 

© Varsha Rao, Mysore 

What is the secret of your 
success? 

Dedication and single minded 
ness. 
© Srisha Joshi, Thane 
What according to you, are the 
most essential factors to reach 
your goal? 

Talent first. Sincere, hard and 
dedicated work next and last but 
not the least, sponsorship! 

© P. Kiran Kumar, Hydera- 
bad 

Up to what extent is self-con- 
‘fidence important for competing 
in any field. 

Confidence is ‘the’ most impor- 
tant factor that is required for com- 
peting in any field. However, it is 
important to realise that there is a 
fine line between being confident 
and over - confident. 


© K. Balaji, Chennai 

This question is my life! Your 
ambition is my ambition. How can I 
become an ace racer like you? 

You must begin with Go-Karting. 
When you do, then you get a ‘feel’ 
of the whole thing 
Swetha, Chennai 

You are a great racer. Which For- 
mula I racer is your role model? 

Ayoten Senna and Michael Schu- 
macher, 

© C.K, Prabu Sankar, Coim- 
batore 
What is your opinion about 
Michael Schumacher? 

Michael Schumacher is undoubt- 
edly the best that has ever been. 

© Naveen, Trichy 

Why don’t you participate in 













Formula I races? 
Participating in Formula 1 races 
is not as easy as that. There are sev- 
eral other factors that are involved. 
My aim is to be there one day. 

© P. Uthara Priyadharshi 
Thane 

There is a popular belief that car 
racing is a ‘rich man’s sport’. What 
do you think? 

it probably used to be a ‘rich 
man's sport’. I don’t believe its like 
that any more. In one sense, it has 
become more affordable now because 
many corporates have come into the 
picture as sponsors. 

‘© Sushmita, Bangalore 

Has motor = car racing gained 
popularity in India and has it im- 
proved? 

Yes, most certainly. Infact, F - 1 
racing is next only to cricket in terms 
of its popularity. 

© B.M. Pruthvi, Davangere 

Please tell us what is meant by 
Formula 1 racing. 

i any sport there is something 
that is right on top. Formula 1 is the 
pinnacle of this sport ‘racing’ 

© P. Vignesh, Tirupur 

Which is the happiest day in your 
life 

‘The day when I drove the F -1 car 
for the first time. 

© B.M.Jecthendra, Davengere 

Why is the wheel surface of 
racing cars flat? 

The flat whee! surface helps to get 
maximum grip on a dry surface. 

¢ J.C. Shankar Balajee, 























Madurai 

Who encouraged you to involve 
yourself in racing? 

Nobody really ‘encouraged’ me. 1 
simply loved the sport. Ofcourse, the 
fact that my father used to be a gi 
Rally driver in India helped a lot. 1 was 
‘exposed to the sport even when I was 
very young and this set the tempo. 

® Shaunak Vilas. Deo, 
Dombivili 

What are your favourite sports 
other than racing? 

Tennis and mountain climbing. 

© P. Muruganathan, Mumbai 

What was the reason for having 
chosen such a challenging sport? 

My thirst or passion for speed and 
to be honest, the financial package 
received if you are successful 

Cover illustration : Jeyaraj 
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‘Azhi and her son Tukhu lived ina small village. 





TUKHU 
BECOMES 
A HERO 


(A folk tale from 
Lak) 


Story & Pictures : 
Muthu 











Tukhu! Come 
and get your 
dinner, 








‘Azhi had a big oven in her house 
for baking bread, Her friends too. 
visited her to bake some bread in. 
that oven, 














FTukhu was strong and he prefe 
to work at home and help his 
mother. He seldom went out to play] 
with his friends, 

















| One day, enemies” 
invaded Lak 
_ and... 











pleaded. 





«took the men and 
boys they met as 
| prisoners. 





‘Tukhu was taken prisoner too. His father 















Please leave my 
oor little boy. He's 
our only son. 


















The men wouldn't listen. They] [> a,, 4) 
captured Tukhu and put him on the| | L¢t’s tie him to the saddle, 
’s back ‘He might escape 

















S the horse galloped past the tree, 
'Tukhu held on to the tree with all 
hismight, Suddenly the horse gave 








[The enemies ran helter skelter. The 
Lak army soon defeated them, 
‘Tukhu became their hero! 
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arischandra, the son of 
Trisanku of the Solar Dy 

nasty, ruled the kingdom 

of Kosala. He was an able and 
just ruler. His subjects adored him. 
Once, a few holy men came to 
Harischandra's palace. One of them 
said, “Harischandra, we have visit 
ed many holy places and travelled 
across many kingdoms in Bharata 





Varsha. During our travel, we 
happened to visit the Kingdom of 
Kannosi. The King of Kannosi has 
a beautiful daughter named Chan- 
dramathi whose swayamwara” has 
been announced. Chandramathi 
is the most suitable wife for you. 
You must win her hand!" The 
holy men blessed the king and 
departed. 





* an occasion where the princess is given an opportunity to choose 
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her husband. 


n his way to Kannosi 
0 Harischandra came across 
a chariot and a horse made 

of rock. Surprised and confused, 
the king went closer, only to find 
them turn into a golden chariot 
and a golden hued horsef 

Goddess Devi appeared before 
the king and blessed 
“Harischandra, it is your virtuos- 
ity that enabled you to see the 
chariot and the horse. No one 
has been able to see it so 
far. You are blessed 
with divine vision. 
Take this chariot 
and the horse with 
you to Kannosi. 
May you succeed 
in your endeav- 
our," So saying, 
the goddess dis- 
appeared 

Harischandra 
entered the city 
of Kannosi riding 
the golden chariot 
drawn by the divine 
horse. It was a grand 
occasion, The city wore a festive 
look, Several holy men were 
present, The kings of all fifty four 
kingdoms had assembled at the 
swayamwara hall, They waited 
eagerly for Chandramathi to 
enter, 





MYTHOLOGY 


handramathi looked stun- 
ningly beautiful as she en 
tered the hall escorted by 
two of her closest friends, She 
held a, coloufful garland in her 
hand as she gracefully walked past 
the rows of handsome princes. 
Acgording to custom, 
Chantlamathi's friend introduced 
the princes one by one and dwelt 
on their valour, strength and vir 
tuosity. They walked past several 
rinces gathered, before they 
stood in front of 
Harischandra, 



















“Here is the king 
of Kosala," began the 
friend, “Harischandra 
is his name and he hails from the 
most pious Solar Dynasty. He is 
not only handsome and coura- 
geous but is also well known for 
his virtuosity.. 
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Chandramathi stood shy and 
smiling. She looked even more 
beautiful. Harischandra was 
stunned but not for long. He was 
startled on observing something 
strange. He stood up with indig- 
nation and spoke with anger as 
the other kings listened in silence, 

Harischandra addressed the 
king, Chandramathi’s father. 
“How could you insult so many 
of us kings assembled here. Why 


4 Hl 


have you arranged a swayamwara 
for a princess who is already 
married? She wears a ‘mangal 
sutra*” around her neck. What 
have we the kings of great king- 
doms done to you to face this 
insult? 1 demand you to give an 
explanation.” 








* a sacred thread tied around 
the neck of the bride by the bride- 
groom, as a symbol of wedlock. 


uch to the amazement of 

all assembled, the king of 

Kannosi rejoiced on hear- 
ing Harischandra speak. The king 
then addressed the gathering, 

“Dear friends! Please listen to 
what I have to say. Chandramathi, 
my most beloved daughter, was 
born by the blessing of Lord Shiva 
and Parvathi. She was born with 
this ‘mangal sutra’ around her 
neck. But ofcourse, it was in- 
visible to the eyes of all of us 
assembled. It was also predicted 
then, that Chandramathi 
‘would marry one who had 
the divine vision to spot 

the ‘mangal sutra’. When 

I arranged for this 

swayamwara, I was very 

hopeful of finding that 

‘one person. My hopes 

have been fulfilled by 
the grace of Lord Shiva 
and Parvathi. I am indeed 
fortunate to have you, 
Harischandra, as my son-in- 
law. Please accept my daughter 
Chandramathi in marriage. She 
is extremely fortunate and blessed 
too.” 

So saying, the king gave Chan- 
dramathi’s hand in Harischandra's 
and blessed the couple. The wed- 
ding took place in great pomp 
and splendour, in the presence ot 
all the other kings. 

Thus Chandramathi- married 
Harischandra. 

- Anandhi Ramachandran 
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Step-1: Get ready 
with a glass, some wax, 
some coconut oil, some 
wick / twine and a few 
coloured wax crayons. 


Step - 2: Put the wax into a 
pan and heat it. Wait until it 


melts. Now put the 
coloured crayons 
into it, Allow it to 
melt and wait till it cools down 
a bit. (Be careful not to let it so- 
ify again) 








Step - 3: Grease the inside 
of the glass generously 
with coconut oil. Insert 
one end of the twine/ 
wick into the glass 
and hold the other 
end as shown in 
the picture 











while 
pouring 
the melted 
wax into the 
glass. Allow 
it to cool com- 








wax has cooled 
down completely, 
turn the glass up- 
side down and tap 
gently on its back. 


You will find the coloured 
candle slip out of the glass. You 
can make several such candles 
of different shapes and gift 
them to your friends and rela- 
tives for various occasions. 


+ Neelima 

Chakraborty, 
Std XI, 

St. Josephs HS, 
Darjiling 
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SPORTS TALK 


how closely did you follow this 
‘world cup 2003? 

‘Answer the questions given below 
‘Write the answer beneath each question 
‘with wall point pen and send in your 
pswers to reach us on or before 
15 004.2003. Ten lucky winners selected 
by & draw of lots from the all-correct 
‘entties, will each receive a (quiz) book 
‘on World Cup Cricket. 

1. Who was Canada’s coach? 


2, Who scored the fastest hundred? 
(anall time record as of now) 


43, Name the bowlers who took a hat- 
trick. 








4. Who was adjudged ‘man of the 
match in the Australia vs New Zealand 
super six clash? 


5, Who got the best bowling figures 
in.a match? 


6. Which batsman got the highest 
individual score? 


7. Who kept wickets for Holland? 





8. At which ‘¥emles 
the finals held? 


9. Whose record did 
when he became the highest 
in the history of world cup) 


10. Who scored the 
‘number of runs in a single 


11. How many matched 
win in the first round 
returned home? 


12, Name the three 
play for Kenya. 


Residential Address > 


ae 








ty rome comm yee 


Mail to : 
‘World Cup Quiz? 
Editor, 
Gokulam, ‘ 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, 
‘Chennai - 600 097, 





Retold Stony 





This story was told to me by 
my grandmother. I liked it very 
much and I want to share it with 

the other readers... 
am was a college student doing 
medicine. He was very good 
and kind natured. He was al- 
ways the topper in his 

~~ 


~ Class, He lived in a 
Ni _| il 


small town and 


























had totravel along 
distance to reach 
his college. One hot 
summer afternoon, 
as he was returning 
from his college, 
his scooter 
had a punc- 
ture. He had to drag it all the way 
home. He felt very thirsty and ap- 
proached a small hut. An old man wel- 
comed him. When Ram asked for some 
water he went in and brought a glass 
of buttermilk instead. Ram thanked him 
very much and asked for another glass 
of water. The old man brought Ram an- 
other glass of buttermilk. Ram thanked 

the old man and lft. 
fter a few years Ram became a 
A cardiologist in ‘S.S. Hospitals’. 
‘One day a patient came to him 


with severe chest pain, Ram examined 
hhim and said that an open heart sur- 
gery had to be performed immediate- 
ly. The old man was admitted and the 
surgery performed successfully. Afier 
a few days he became normal and was 
ready to be discharged. He was given 
bill that read : 


Medicines - Rs.10,000 

Surgery - Rs.10,000 
Ward Cost - Rs. 5,000 
‘Total Cost - Rs.25,000 
Payment for the entire 


bill thankfully received from two 
glasses of buttermilk. 

The old man did not understand 
‘anything. He went to Ram and asked 
for an explanation, Ram re-called the 
past and explained all to the old man, 
who was deeply touched. 


= SShilpa, Age 12, 
Avila Convent MHS. 
Coimbatore. 
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LET THE BODY 
BE BROUGHT.... 
“Habeas Corpus’ is the 
law which in Britain, U.S.A, 
and several other countries 
guarantees that no person can be held 
in prison without atrial, 
This law came into being as a 









7 


consequence to a wild party held in 
1621, by a notorious lady Alice 
Robinson in her London home. When 
a constable called to complain, Alice 
swore at him so violently that he 
arrested her. The local Justice of Peace 
put her in a house of correction, 

When Alice was finally brought for 
trial, her conditions and her stories 
caused a public uproar. She had been 
put on a punishment diet of just black 
bread and water, She was forced to 
sleep on bare earth. She had been 
stripped and given fifty lashes. Last but 
not least, she was pregnant! 


HOW IT 
CAME ABOUT: 


ALL 





‘The public anger was so great that 
Alice was acquitted, the constable 
Who arrested her without a warrant 
was sent to a prison and the 
Justice of Peace was severely 
reprimanded. 
Alice's case and other 
similar cases speeded up the 
passing of the ‘Habeas 
‘Corpus Act’ in 1679. This 
act gives an important 
guarantee for the liberty 
of a person. Habeas 
Corpus is part of the Latin 
phrase ‘Habeas Corpus ad 
subjiciendum’ which 
means ‘let the body be 
brought before the judge.’ In 
effect, a writ of Habeas Corpus is 
an order to produce the imprisoned 
person in court at once, 


THE SECRET LOST AND 
FOUND 

The secret of crystal clear glass 
was locked up for most of the 16th 
century on the island of Murano, in 
Venice. However, the early 17th 
century Venetians had sold the secret 
abroad. The precious secret was the use 
of manganese in addition to the skill 
of blowing the molten glass 

Other countries - especially 
Bohemia - started setting up rival 
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industries, in glass making. Soon they 
outstripped the Venetians with better 
techniques. By the 18th century 
Venetian glass industry had fallen so 
far behind that, a man decided to get 
back the secret and the lost glory of 
Venice. 

In 1730, a Venetian named Briate, 
disguised himself and worked for three 
‘years in a Bohemian glass industry to 
regain the secret 
his city had lost. 


Autas was a 
giant, a Titan and 
an early Greek 
God, He was one 
of the twelve Ti- 
tans who ruled a 
golden age on 
earth. The Titans 
rebelled against 
the classic Gods 
and were defeat- 
ed in the battle 
by the Gods of 
Olympus, under 


the command of Zeus. Atlas was pun- 
ished for the part he played in the re- 
bellion and was condemned to carry the 
Heavens on his shoulders. 

Later when he refused hospitality to 
the Greek hero Perseus, the Greek hero 
showed Atlas the head of Gorgon Me- 
dusa. Who ever saw the head of Me- 
dusa would turn into stone. Atlas 
tumed into a stone which became the 
Atlas Mountains of the North West 
Africa. The sea nearby is also called 

















The 
Ocean. 
Medieval 
map collectors 
used to bind their 
collection of 
maps keeping the 
image of Atlas as 
the front piece. 
‘Thus Atlas came 
to represent a 
book of maps - 
giving his name 
its modem mean- 
ing and usage. 
- Smt. K.R. 
Visalakshi, 
Coimbatore 


Atlantic 
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PERSONALITY 
= Mark Twain was one 


of the greatest writers 
IEEE and humorists of the 
world. Some of his well- 
known works include 
“The adventures of Tom 
Sawyer” and “Huckle- 
berry Finn”, Here area 
few anecdotes from the 
life of this extremely 
quick witted person. 





Mark Twain once 
visited the studio of one 
of his friends who was a 
painter. He began touch- 
= ing his paintings. The 
friend shouted, “Do not 
touch them; the paintings 
are wet”, Mark Twain replied, "Do 
not worry, I have put on my 
gloves!” 
wk 


ANECDOTES FROM THE LIFE OF 
























Mark Twain once listened toa ser- 
mon in achurch. After it was complet- 
ed, Twain approached the preacher and 
asked him, “Sir, is this sermon entirely 
your own 

‘The preacher replied, “Yes, why?” 
‘Twain said, “But I saw every word of 
your sermon in a book”. 

‘The shocked preacher challenged 
‘Twain to produce the book. Twain im- 
mediately produced a dictionary! 


kk 


Mark Twain once saw a book in 
his neighbour's house and asked him 
whether he could take ithome for read- 
ing, 

‘The neighbour arrogantly replied, “I 
never lend my books to anyone. If you 
are so eager, then read it in my house.” 

‘A few days later, the neighbour vis- 
ited Twain and asked him to lend his 
pick-axe, Twain seized the opportuni- 
ty and retorted, “I never lend my pick- 
axe to anyone. If you are so eager then 
dig my garden and go home.” 


tke 


Once Mark Twain went to a party. 
Here, many of the guests began to ar- 
gue on the topic of life and death, Some 
guests felt that all men go to Heaven 
and some others felt that all go to hell. 
When one lady asked Twain why he 
did not participate in the argument, he 
punned, “Madame, I dare not do so. I 

have friends on both sides.” 
= Sneh Pradhan, 
Std.VIII, MHMS., 
Kolkata. 


THE (REAL) 
VISIT! 


Having decided to fool my sis- 
ter, | ran into our room and de- 
clared in all excitement (Iwas pre- 
tending ofcourse!) that our aunt 
‘was visiting us for a couple of days 
and that she was arriving on that 
very day! 

My sister, too engrossed in her 
book, hardly paid any attention at 
first. (Nor did she remember it was 
April Fool's Day!) 

“Mom has asked us to clean 
‘our room and get it all done for 
auntie" | said 
as | began to 
pick up my 
clothes that 
were lying all over! My 
sister was quite con- 
vinced on watching me 
work like clock- 
work (normally | 
never bother 
about cleaning 
you see!). When | saw her make 
the bed and dust the shelves, | re- 
joiced that she had fallen into the 
trap. | was so excited that my plan 
had worked! 

At lunch time, we heard the call- 
ing bell ring. Within a few seconds, 
I heard my sister exclaim in joy 
and happiness. 

“Sneha, look who's here!” she 
‘screamed at the top of her voice. 


THIS 
IS WHAT 
HAPPENED... 


Wondering who it could be, | 
walked up to the front door. 

Hey Presto! It was my aunt! 
Although it took me a few seconds 
to digest this sheer co-incidence, 












| put on the most natural look and 
tone as | said, 

“Good afternoon auntie. Wel- 
come home!” 

~ Sneha Shenoy, Age - 12, 

Canara Girls HS, 

Mangalore. 


A NARROW 
ESCAPE! 


Priya - my pet - is a very 
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naughty dog. She always looks for 
‘an opportunity to sneak out of the 
house and run onto the street - a 
very busy one at that. 

(On that unforgettable day, Priya 
managed to sneak out at peak 
hour. | was worried to death. | 
tried, in ways more than one, to 





catch her but in vain. | 
shouted and screamed but 
I don't think Priya even 
heard me. 

| really don't know how 

it all happened after that. 
All of a sudden, | heard 
the screeching sound of 
the brakes of a car and 
the sound of the horn 
tearing my ear-drums, 

Poor Priya yelped in fright as 
she scurried out from front of the 
car and came running towards me 
> unhurt but shivering in fright, It 
was indeed a miraculous escape. 

| thanked God for saving my 
pet. 

= S. Sadhwi, Std Vill, 
Sardar Patel HS, Bangalore. 
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I went to bed late one night, 
Only to be awakened by a 

Saint light, 
Hooked out through my window, 
And saw a spaceship land low, 
Iwas gently lifted into the air, 
Tknow not where 
Until I landed on a world all new, 
Believe me, it was all so true. 


reetings to you earth 





‘\y 
dered and trem- 
bling as they 
stared at me 
“No fear, dear” 
they said, “We are 
friends, not foes. S¢ 


spaceship land 


don’t you worry, girlie...” 
“Who the hell are you?” I asked. 
“Martins... We are Martins.” 








mean they are from Mars. 
My thoughts were interrupted. 


Theard them speak loud 
and clear. I stood bewil- 


“Martins?” I wondered, “Does this 


“Come along. I'll show you around” 
said one of them. He took two steps 
forward and held out his hand. His eyes 
twinkled with joy and he wore a broad. 
smile on his round face. 

They were all dressed alike, They 
even looked alike, well, more or less 
alike I should say. They wore coats, 
Jong ones and had a funny looking 
extension on their heads - something 
like a snout, a 












MISSION 





longish snout. They looked quite dif- 
ferent from what we humans imag- 
ine Martians to be - green, slimy, 
ugly creatures. In fact, they were far 
from it 
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eeling a lot more brave, I asked 

¢ them, "Why have you brought 

me up here? What is it that you 

want to know? What are you going 

todo to me?” Questions poured out of 
my mouth one after another. 

“Be assured, We won't harm you.” 
‘This ‘Martin’ looked different, She was 
perhaps the ‘queen’? Like the queen 
ant of an ant family? She was smaller 
in size, but more grand to look at! 

She continued to speak, “We want 
totell youeartlings something. Some- 
thing important, Something that will set 

you thinking, You are a clever little girl 
‘We have watched you for a while now. 
‘We thought we could use you...” 

“What! Use me? Use me for what?” 
I blurted, although deep within I real- 
ized how fortunate and important I was 
to be the first ‘earthling’ to talk to a 
Martin! 

She took me around. I was simply 
awestruck, Everything was spick and 
span, Floors and ceilings glittered 
lights. Funny noises could be heard 
from the several huge gadgets that 

















stood looming, “Was it a STAR WARS 
movie?” I thought... 


hat's your name?" T 
w asked, picking up cour- 
age, 


“XMO0081" came the 
prompt reply. 

“Don't you have names like Max, 
Spitty or Fire Hunt...2” 

XMO0081 gurgled. Her laughter 
sounded much like gurgling waters 
back home, 

“We all have names like this, Nish 
And our home is called Telecon.” 

How on earth did XMO081 know 
my name...? I decided not to dwell 
‘much on that, for there was a lot more 
to ask, to lea 

“Telecon? What on earth's that?” 

“Its nothing on earth, On the con- 
trary We are far from earth.” 

“Aren't you from Mars then? Are 
you not Martians? 

“Ha! Ha! Ha!” XMOO81 guffawed 
but continued to speak 
"We did belong to Mars. We were 
called Martians then, But now we live 
on Telecon and call ourselves Martins. 
We were forced to shift our homes...” 
‘The guffaw slowly turned into anger. 

“What do you mean?" I intervened 
with mixed emotions. 


y now, three, four other Mar- 
Se tins had joined us. XOR 
spoke angrily, “It was all be- 

‘cause of you earthlings.” 
I got angry too. "Why blame us?” I 
retorted. No way. I wasn't going to give 

















in that easily. I shall defend my 
fellow ‘earthlings’ whoever I 
1am talking to, be it Mar- 
tians, Martins or 
Rasputins... 

Something cautioned 5 
me from within, What if 
they hurt me? I decided to “RUgle 
let them speak, 2 

It was XMOX's turn to 
speak, “Don’t you worry. 
XOR is just deeply hurt. 
We did lead a peaceful, 
happy life on Mars... A 
beautiful paradise it was. It gave us all 
wwe needed and in the purest form... Wa- 
ter, food, air...” 

Isat up. “Air? Is there any Oxygen 
‘on Mars? I’ve only heard of debates 
‘on the presence of water.” 

“We mined it out of Mars’ ground 
and rocks. 

“Go on!” I cut him short beginning, 
to get impatient now. 

“We lived in comfort and peace un- 
til we were disturbed by some un- 
known force that probed into our pri- 
vacy. We began to feel a change, a 
change in our atmosphere, something 
that troubled us. It wasn’t easy for us 
to take it, You kept sending lots of 
things to our home. 

“Things?” I wondered "Did he mean 
the space crafts we send for studies...2" 

XOR took over from XMOX. “You 
have also made a large hole in the 
‘ozone layer that surrounds your planet. 
‘There is so much that leaks through 
these holes that disturbs us. Our planet 
does not have a protective shield. We 








‘+ She was smaller in size 
bbut more grand. 


ashamed. 

“We brought you here to show 
you our new home and explain our 
plight. You must help us now. Be our 
messenger. When we take you back 


= to understand it all, I felt 


home, you must talk to your people... 

HOME! That's where I wanted to 
‘go now. I wanted my mother, my fa- 
ther... I wanted to see them... 


‘The martins had “dropped” me 
back I thought, and opened my 
eyes. I had rolled off my bed. 

Tran to my parents who were fast 
asleep in the room next to mine, I must 
tell them about my experience, I must 
spread the message... The message that 
would drive home the evils of pollu- 
tion from an entirely different angle... 


A landed on the floor with a thud, 


-K.S. Swapna, 
Std X, 

Shri Anand Jain Vidy 
Chennai, 
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Within minutes after the robber left, a| 
drunkard came that way. 








‘or two from me. I might 
‘get drunk but I am not 
the one to lose my 


—% 


Ss 7} 


own 
GA 








[The next to come that way farmer 


















































WE MUST FACE REALITIES 





Dear Grandma worm, 
Hindi is my toughest sub- 
ject. How am I to study it? 
+. Sankruthya, 
Secunderabad 
Dear Sankruthya, 
Lagree that itis diff- —Z, 
cult for any child to study 
three languages and three dif- 
ferent scripts as well. All the 
‘same the reality has to be 
faced. You have no choice. 
You can't neglect your moth- 
er tongue or English. The eas- 
jest way t0 learn a language 
is to hear it spoken properly 
4s often as possible. You can see good 
Hindi movies, also talk to people with 
Hindi as their mother tongue, This will 
give you a flair for the language. But 
learning to write is a different thing 
altogether. There is no easy way out. 
You have to write and rewrite until you 
are familiar with the script and are able 
to write it legibly and easily. Allot some 
time for Hindi everyday, since itis your 
toughest subject. Practise both read- 
ing and writing. Don't acquire speed 
at the cost of legibility and neatness. 
kek 
I would like to become an air-host- 
ess when I grow up. Sometimes I feel 1 
should help my countrymen by becom- 
ing a doctor. Please advise me. 
- Akshata A. Charlotte, Bellary 
Dear Akshata, 
Being an air-hostess is ofcourse 
glamourous. But it is not an easy job. 







It requires a lot of 
training and also 
some personal 
eed sacrifices. The 
* best way to learn 
more about it is to be- 
friend an air-hostess and 
‘get to know everything 
‘about her work. You can 
then decide whether 
that is what you want, 
As for becoming a doc- 
tor or a chartered ac- 
countant you can easily de- 
cide by asking yourself which subject 
you like best at school. Ifyou are good 
at figures you can take up maths, com 
‘merce or the like. On the other hand if 
you love physiology and anatomy you 
‘can decide on careers such as a doc- 
tor, veterinarian and so on. Now that 
‘you are in the ninth standard you will 
hhave to decide in a year or two. 
Love, 


Grandma worm 




















[APITHERAPY 





B 
is gaining popularity 
US.A. In this 
ment 


¢ sting therapy 


in the 
method of (real 
for pain, the honey 
aiken out of & 


bee is ta 
against 


jarand placed 


the skin so that it can 





sting the person! 

The imtense pain of 
the sting soon gives 
way to itehing and 
wn there is soothing 


the! 
relief not only at the site 


‘put throughout 
tee can be 
rouble 


of the sting 
the body. The 
atthe specific t" 


pot or all along, the spine 5 


that the curative ¥ 
‘puted to various parts 


placed 


jenom can BE 
of the 


distri 
body: 
Apitherapys 08 {18 called, this 
k bY 


sid to Wor 
al glands to relewse 
ammation: 


treatment is 5M 


stirmutating the adrin 
nes that preve' 
acts peop! 
reir every 
Tike rheumatoid arthritis 

into have benefitted from 


he medical profession i” 
id says that 


nt intl 
Je who have 10 
ay life due 


hormot 
This therapy attr 


‘pear intense pain in th 


to ailments 
Many people chai 
reatment, but 


the 
ews it wit 


general, Vi 
iris an unpr 
doing more 


jy suspicion an 
Me in technique that could end UP 


harm than good 








_K. Vidhyasagar Mattar, 
Std XI, 
Pragati English Mediam HSS: 


Ahmedabad 























THREAD WALK 


‘Spiders make threads out of the 
fluid that comes out from their 
‘stomachs. This fluid solidifies when 
it comes into contact with air. 

Have you ever wondered why 
spiders don't get stuck in their own 

webs? 
The web is made up of both 
sticky and dry (non - sticky) type 
of threads. Spiders are clever! 


LUMINOUS LIGHT BUGS 


Firetly, (also known as ‘lighting bug’) 
is the common name for about 1100 spe- 
cies of insects found throughout the 
tropical and temperate 
regions, They are slen- 
der - bodied insects 
with dark brown sheath 
= like front wings. They 
have yellow or orange 
markings and luminescent 
lands located in the rear 
abdominal segment, Both 
sexes emit intermittent light 
signals to woo their mates. 
This is a common spectacle in 


meadows during late spring and summer nights. The lumi- 
nous larvae of some species are called glow - worms, 
- R. Saranraj, Std VII, Sri Sankara Matric HSS, Chennai 


They walk only on the dry (radial) 
type of threads, carefully avoiding 
the sticky (circular) ones, Moreover, 
the legs of these spiders are 
covered with an oily substance that 
prevents any sticking! 
~ Sai Deepak, Std IV, 
Saikor English Medium School, 
Vizianagaram 


CARE OF TEETH 


* K. Manjunath Bhat, Chennai 
? Why should we brush our teeth 
up and down and not sideways? 
! Sweeping the brush up and down 
cleans the teeth on all their accessible 
surfaces including in-between areas. 


<i 


It also massages the gums, The 
bristles of the brush enter the spaces 
and remove the plaque, Massaging 
increases blood circulation in the gum. 
tissues and keeps the gums healthy. 
On the contrary, brushing sideways 
(i.e., horizontal brushing) causes 
erosion of the enamel along the gum 
‘margin or even underneath the margin 
leading to tooth loss. 

* Tejaswi, Kolkata 

? A thick layer in molten form has 
formed on my teeth. When I scratch 
the teeth, it sticks to my nails. Please 
‘give me a remedy. 

* Sushmita, Bangalore 

? What is tartar? How can it be 
prevented? 

! Dear, Tejaswi! The sticky 
material found on your teeth is the 
accumulation of tartar. Tartar or 
calculus is the scaly, yellowish or 
brownish, hard, chalk-like substance 





that forms at the gum margins around 
the teeth. It is also a molty crowd of 
bacteria and fungi. The tartar irritates 
and pushes the gums away from the 
teeth and causes gingivitis ( i.e., 
inflammation of gums). It causes 
bleeding and results in bad smell in 
the mouth. The only way to eliminate 
tartar is to get the teeth cleaned by 
the dentist with the help of “ultra sonic 
scaler’, Scaling should be done every 
six months. Regular brushing and 





Ly 


VA 


keeping the mouth clean prevents 
tartar. 

*S.N. Kirtana, Bhubaneswar 

2 Thave a habit of biting my nails 
continuously. Is it true that our 
enamel gets damaged over the years 
due to excess biting? 

! Habit of nail biting 
erosion of the enamel. 
unnoticed, it may 
hypersensitivity of the teeth. When 
teeth are sensitive even to tap-water, 
it can be a nightmare, 





lead to 





WHAT IS TARTAR? 
conman QU orm ses 


HELLO, DOCTOR G. GANESAN. 


* R, Pooja, Chennai 
? How can we avoid bad breath? 
! Maintain proper oral hygiene by 
brushing teeth properly, gargling 
before and after food, using a tongue 





UX 


MN Za 
cleaner and removing food particles 
between the teeth by using an inter 
dental brush. Mouth diseases like 
gingivitis,caries, impacted tooth, 
tooth abcess, nonvital tooth and 
stomatitis ( mouth ulcer ) should be 
treated immediately. Avoid smoking 
drinking alcohol, using pan and 
chewing tobacco, 

*D. Mohan Arvind, Chennai 

? How can we keep our teeth 
strong, fresh, and germfree for a 
Tong time? 

1A good diet helps to keep your 
teeth strong, Eat plenty of fruits, 


‘Your next topic : EAR CARE 
Send in your queries to 
Dr. G. Ganesan 
Clo Gokulam, 

Kalki Buildings, 


47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097 
|Last Date : 20.04.2003. 
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[school and residential address. 











vegetables, grains, milk, egg, fish and 
vitamin - enriched foods. Careful and 
regular brushing keeps your teeth 
fresh and germ free. Use a soft angled 
brush with rounded bristles. Brush at 
least twice a day. Sweep the brush 
downwards from the gums towards 
the teeth in the case of the upper teeth 
and upwards in the case of lower 
teeth, Clean the chewing surfaces 
using a scrubbing motion. Be sure to 
clean all tooth surfaces thoroughly. 
Brush your tongue and rinse well. 
Replace the brush whenever it gets 
worn or frayed. Rinse the mouth 
thoroughly after each meal or snacks. 
Avoid frequent intake of soft drinks. 
Sugar consumption like sweets and 
chocolates should be kept under 
control. 

*M.N. Harshini, Bangalore-21 

? My teeth seem to be yellowish. 
If Ipress the brush on my gums, the 
gums start to bleed. Is there any 
remedy to make my teeth sparkle 
once again? 

! Accumulation of tartar makes 
your tooth yellowish. Gingivitis is the 
‘common cause for gum bleeding. It 
is the result of poor oral hygeine and 
of the accumulation of bacterial 
plaque on the teeth. Vitamin C 
deficiency, systemic diseases like 
tuberculosis and regular intake of 
certain drugs can also cause gum 
bleeding, Consult your dentist, find 
‘out the cause and take treatment, 
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JOKES... MORE JOKES...SOME MORE JOKES... 


How did your 
‘mother discover 


washed your face? 


= M. Vinodh, Sankarankovil. 





Raju, I told you 
write an essay on ‘my pet’ 
Did you do it? 





Which room has no door, 


no windows, not even a 
floor?! 





It can never rain continuously for 
two days, Why?! 
juaamuaqut my81u p skomyp s auaye 








We have this in 
December but not in any 
other month. What is it?! 


id, 40113] 98 


Bidhi Samantray, 
St. Joseph's HS, Bhubaneshwar 






Where would you find a queue of 


bees?! 
idoys 22mg, ay) 198 








What do farmers and gardeners 


srow atthe same time?! ipiog 


‘What part would the tion have in a 
play?! 





juod ,guow, ayy0 


Shweta D’ Cruz, Age 10, 
St. Joseph's HS, Mumbai 
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SPEED UP AND WIN A PRIZE! 
GOKULAM 


the magazine for children 


FEED-BACK FORM 

Dear children, 

You have been our loyal readers for fif- 
teen years now. We have drawn much in- 
spiration from all of you who have helped 
us do better with every year that has gone 
past. 

Just as Gokulam enters its sixteenth 
year come July, we look to you once again 
‘Jor your suggestions. 

Kindly take ten minutes off to fill in this 
feed-back form and mail it to us before 
01.05.2003. You can also get your parents to 
help yo 

We have a small gift for the first fifty re- 
sponses that we receive. These first fifty chil- 
dren will be rewarded with a book/books worth 
Rs. 50/- each. So, speed up and win a prize! 

Remember, your suggestions, each and every one of them, will help 
us go a long way... 
























Name : Class: 

Age: School: 

Resident School 
AdATESS: on 








Pin 





Father's name: ‘Mother's name: 
‘Occupation: Occupation: 


Monthly income: Monthly income: 





1, Do you enjoy reading in general? [—] Yes [—] No 











2, How long have you been reading Gokulam? Years 








3. How does Gokulam reach you? [7 
































Direct subscriber Buy from the shop 
Delivered by newspaper agent | Schoo! library 
[[Pablic library [Sharing with friends 











[-] Others (please specify) 





4. Does Gokulam reach you on time? 
Yes No 
|Occasional delays 




















5. Do you find difficulty in buying 
Gokulam? 


8) in newspaper stands near your area 
Cores No 


() through your newspaper agent 
Cove No 























6. Does your school library “Read Gokulam for 
stock Gokulam? 





Yes No 








Not too sure 

















7. Who else reads Gokulam at home? 











Father Mother 








Brother/Sister 














Others (please specify) 





8. Do you talk about Gokulam to your 
friends? Yes No 








9, Would you recommend Gokulam to your 
friends? Yes No 














10. What other magazines do you read? 
ry b, © 


11, Several columns* appear in Gokulam. Which of these do you enjoy the 


most? Put them down in order of your preference. 


ay 4 1. 
4, 5. 8, 
3. 6. 9. 


x stories, picture stories, articles, serials, puzzles, special features, jokes, ex- 
periences, viewpoint, grandma worm, personality, hello doctor, snippets, cen- 
tre-spread poster, contest... 
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12. What other columns would you like to be featured in Gokulam? 
1 4. 
2. 5 


3. 6. 


13, What areas in Gokulam need improvement? (Please ¥) 


Area Can be better Good Excellent 


Cover page 











Print quality 





Mustration 





Colour 








Content Variety 








Language 














14,Other suggestions: (3-4 lines) 






=— 
4ZE=* Thank you for filling up this form. 
SS Such feed-back helps us in many ways, 
We shall ake your suggestions in the right spirit 
‘and shall always strive to do our best for you and 
the children community, 








- Editor 
‘Send your feed-back to 
Editor 
Gokulam 
47- NP, ‘Kalki buildings’, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai 600 097. 


conan [4 sonn soon 




















At eighty plus 
what are our grand- 
pas doing? Probably 
just relaxing? But 
that is not the way of 
life for the world fa- 
mous writer Sidney 
Sheldon, who has 
written sixteen nov- 


feet, weighing 1200 
kgs, made out of two 
million melted coins 
of Lira, was unveiled 
at a colourful func- 
tion. 

tek k 

lount Everest 
will soon have an add- 
els. At eighty six, he ced attraction. Tsering 
is presently engaged Gyaltsen Sherpa the 


aisle are See! ot Tong Novy 
P WOOD WEAR 
PARADE 


seiting up an intemet cafe on the snow covered 
peak. Now, the Himalayan adventurists can log on 
to the internet and be in touch with the world down 
below. Butt will cost them around rupees fifty thou- 
sand to undertake this (ad)netventure. The money 
collected by the net cafe will be utilised for clean- 
ing up the rubbish left behind by the climbers! 
kek 

(Crime is on the rise in Japan, though the coun- 
tty is still safe by international standards. But, Jap- 
nese police officials never take chances. They have 
sought the help of the sumo wrestlers who are now 
on night patrols! 


books - a novel (Are you 
afraid of the dark?); a 
memoir (The Other Side of 
Me) and a collection of 
short stories. Remember, 
Sheldon, neither uses a 
typewriter nor sits at a 
computer. He simply 
writes! 
kkk eaed 

‘There was an unusual We wear dresses made of 
anniversary celebrated in cotton, silk, wool, eather etc., 
Italy. It was to mark the But for fashion shows all over 
completion of a year after the world, anything is OK. In 
the Lira, the currency of the picture above, taken at a 
Italy went out of circula- fashion show held in Rome, a 
tion to make way for the model wears a gown made 
Euro. A sculpure of a of...Can you imagine?.. Wood! 
woman of about eleven - Gautham Ram, Chennai 




















2 years 3 years 
Raa Oates 

















{DD /MO/ Cheque’) ~ Ousitin chequr 











GIFT YOUR FRIEND A GOKULAM SUBSCRIPTION 

Thereby introduce Gokulam to my friend —___. 
have enctosee R272 (by DD MOT Cheque®) 
Towards an annual subscription in his / her name. Please send him / her Gokulam 
for one year. Kindly extend my subscription period by another three months 
Aas a gift to me from you. My subscription number is —___. 


Regards, 


(Signature) 
+ Offer valid only until March 31, 2003 
* Out station cheques not accepted 
To 
‘The Circulation Manager 
GOKULAM (English) 
‘Kalki Buildings’, 47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, 
Chennai - 600 097. 
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CINATING FLORA F. 


With meat and gravy itis a 
-getable superior to anything 
that I know either in temperate 


‘or tropical countries. With s 
ar, milk, butter or treacl 
delicious pudding, having a 
very slight and delicate but 
characteristic flavour, which 
of good 
and pota 
toes, one never 
gels tired of.” 
+ A.R.Wallace 
in his Malay 
Archipelago 


Q2-—APr=z—oOwr 


Tis said that 
the birthpl 
this fruit is M 
and it h 
cultivated there from 
time immemorial 


rwaorn 





Its introduction into the New 
World was connected with the 
memorable voyage of Captain Will 
iam Bligh in HMS “Bounty 

recommended by Captain James 
ok who had seen this fruit in the 
ic Islands. 

Although numerous varieties have 
since then been cultivated in the Pa- 
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cific Islands, this 
fruit remains un- 
known in tropical 


Boiled,Baked 


or Fried... 


America. The tree could not withstand 
the frost and hence has not been suc- 
cessfully grown even in the southern 
most parts of Florida. —. 


WHAT IS A VEGETABLE? _, 


‘Veegetabies form a major portion of ou dally diet- (or atleast 








The bread fruit is found in plenty 
in the South Pacific islands and to a 
lesser degree in other parts of the trop- 
ics. Itis a handsome tree that grows to 
‘a moderate height of sixty feet, It has 
oval shaped leaves that are quite large 
and glossy green. 

‘The fruit is globular in shape, about 
the size of a melon, with a tuberculat- 
‘ed or (in some varieties) nearly smooth 
surface. The two distinct varieties of 
this fruit are the ones that are seedless 
and those with many seeds. 

Different varieties of the fruit ripen 
at different periods, thus affording a 
nearly constant supply throughout the 
year. The fruit is gathered for use just 
before it ripens. At this stage, the bread 
fruit contains a considerable amount of 
starch. 

In the popular sense itis really not 


a fruit as it is rarely eaten raw. Itis 
cooked and prepared for use in a vari- 
ety of ways. 

More often than not, the bread fruit 
is boiled or baked in entirety, the inte- 
rior scooped and served with salt, but- 
ter, sweet milk or even syrup. ILis also 
sliced and fried like potatoes! 

Tn the Pacific Islands, the fruits are 
preserved for use by storing in pits, 
where they ferment and take upon 
themselves a consistency resembling 
cheese. They do at this state, emit an 
offensive odour, but after baking un- 
der hot stones, they yield nutrituous 
and delicious food. 

‘A more common method of preserv- 
ing the fruitis cutting it into thin slices 
and allowing to dry in the sun. From 
these dried slices, a flour is prepared 
Which is useful for the preparation of 
puddings, bread and biscuits. 

From the fibrous inner bark of the 
bread fruit ree, cloth is made. The wood 
is used for making canoes and furni- 
ture. Glue and caulking material are ob- 
tained from the milky juice that trick- 
les down the grooves cut in the bark 

- K.Vijaya, Chennai 





they should!). What is a vegetable? How can we define i? 


AA vegetable isa food that comes from le 
Bulbs can be eaten too. 


All plants are not vegetables butall vegetables come from plants - (areal discovery?! 








aves, stems, roots, buds or seeds of a plant, 


"Tuber 
*Loat 


“Flower 


SANDHYA SRIDHAR 


Bumping Into 
Muthu Again 


As Eashwar and the maali 
walked home, who should they 
bump into but Muthu, their 
housemaid Meera's son, Eashwar 
recalled how he had bumped into 
Muthu earlier, on his way to school, 
The scamp grinned cheekily when 
he saw the duo walking towards 
him. “He has no name, he has 
no name...” he sang out, grinning 
at them both, “He has no name... 

In a flash the maali had darted 
towards him and grabbed his ear. 
“Owwww!" cried Muthu, “owww! 
Let 











I let go, you little horror, if 
‘you stop saying stupid things!” said 
the maali smartly, "Now do you 
really want to 


know my 
name?" 
“No, no!" 


cried Muthu, his 
eyes starting to 
water with pain, 
“Please let me 
go.” 

“Ill let go of 
your ear," said the maali, “But 1 
shall not let you go so easily... 
Come with me and I shall not only 
tell you my name, but the story 
of my life. 





Eashwar gaped at the maali 
who just smiled at him, "Come 
Eashwar, let's take this fellow 
home and I shall tell you both 
who 1 am and what I am 
doing here.” 


The Story of the 
Maali’s Life! 
Eashwar did not know 













what to think, 


Just a few 
minutes 
ago, the 
maali had 


said that he would have to 
leave quietly, in a ‘way that 
‘was natural to humans’. Now, 
it looked like he was going to 
spill the beans to Muthu too! 
How many people would get 
to know the truth before he 
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actually returned 
to his own 
dimension? — Was 
the creature that 
was here in the garb of the maali 
a fool? Eashwar was now a little 
irritated and upset. 

Seeing his sulky face, the maali's 
smile widened. “Are you not 
waiting to hear the story of my life, 
little master?" he asked. Eashwar 
scowled at him in return 

They had reached the house by 
now and the maali opened the 
gate and let both children in. They 






walked to the verandah and the 
boys settled down on the chairs 


there. The maali sat on the top 
step and began to talk, 

“My name," he said, “is 
Ramalingam and | come from a 
small village 50 miles away from 
Trichy." He looked at both boys 
in turn, “You know where Trichy 
fs, don’t you?” 
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They nodded 
‘Well...that's where 
I was born and 
brought up and sud- 
denly one day, my father died. My 
mother, my three sisters and 1 
were left to fend for ourselves and 
of course, the wicked landlord. 
Suddenly, the front door opened 
and Eashwar's mother popped her 
head out. “Ah!” she said, "Here 
you are. I thought I heard voices. 
So what did Krishnan’s mother 
say? How is Krishnan?” 
Eashwar told her what happened 
leaving out the maali's role in it. 


He talked in English so that Muthu 
would not understand. Amma 
sighed in relief. “Now that's 
something I need not worry about,” 
she said. Then her eyes fell on 
Muthu, “Oh, you are here. Your 
mother’s gone home.” 

“I know...” said Muthu, “I am 
here to listen to the story of 

maali’s life.” Amma looked 
puzzled as she turned to the 
maali. Then she saw his 
amused face and understood, 
He was making up a ‘life 
story’ for the benefit of 
Muthu and others who were 
curious about him. The maali 
well knew that Muthu would 
relate the story to his mother, 
and very soon, the ‘story of 
maali’s life’ would make the 
rounds of the neighbourhood. 
Then of course, he could pretend 
that his sister or brother was ill and 
vanish forever, never to return. 
Such things happened among 
people and nobody thought twice 
about them. 

Later, after Muthu had left, 
quite satisfied with ‘Ramalingam's' 
story and bursting to tell it to 
others, the maali said to Eashwar, 
“Now this story will be told to 
others and I can one day, return 
to my ‘village’ in peace.” 


A Small Problem 


The next day, Eashwar went to 
school as usual. But during the 
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middle of the second period, he 
felt quite feverish. His teacher 
took him to the school nurse who 
pronounced that he was running 
@ temperature. His mother was 
called and she took him back 
home in an auto. 

‘As Eashwar and Amma got out 
of the auto in front of their house, 
a strange sight met their eyes. A 
policeman was holding a 
bewildered-looking maali, while two 
others were walking about - 
obviously investigating the garden 
and the house. One of the 
policemen suddenly walked to the 
house and peered into the window. 

“They've gone out, | tell you!” 
the maali said, “I tell you, 1 am 
not a thief.” 

“What's going on?” 
Amma charging 


that was 
into the 





‘compound, an angry look on her 
face. The man holding the maali 
turned to her and asked, “Do you 
live here?” 

“Of course, | live here! What 
do you mean by coming in here 
when I am out and holding my 
gardner? He hasn't done anything! 
Let him g 

“So you say, madam," said the 
policeman, “But your neighbour 
has complained that she has seen 
this man poking about your house 
and garden 

“Of course, he would!" Amma 
replied angrily, “He is my gardener 
and he will be poking about my 
house and garden, wouldn't he?” 

“Be calm, madam,” said the 
policeman again, “See... it's not 
just that, she says she's missing 
some valuable statues from her 
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garden and she suspects your 
maali..” 

Amma was now very, very 
angry, Eashwar saw. His throat 
‘was burning and he wanted to lie 
down. But not now, when serious 
things were beginning to happen. 
Was the maali going to be arrested? 


It's Now a Big Problem 


Amma turned to look at the 
maali, He looked very upset. This 
had upturned all his plans of 
leaving quietly. How could he 
leave for his world if he was 
thrown into jail? These were 
Easwar's worries, and he knew 
that they were Amma's as well. 

“Have you found any of the: 
stolen statues in this house?” 
‘Amma asked the policemen. 

“No madam," was the 
reply, “We were waiting for 
you to arrive so that we 
could search the house and 
his cottage completely.” 

“I would rather you wait till 
my husband came home," said 
Amma, “I'll just go in and make 
a phone call to him.” She paused 
and then said, “Mr. Policeman...” 

“My name is Selvaraj madam," 





said the policeman, “I am the 
inspector at the station in this 
locality. 


“Mr. Selvaraj,” she said, “My 
gardener is an innocent and 
harmless old man. Of what use 
are statues to him? Why should 


he steal them...?” 

“We don't know either, madam," 
said Inspector Selvaraj, “But since 
the complaint was made, we have 
to check it out you know. And 
Mrs. Nair, your neighbour was 
quite specific and she said that 
your maali is the thief. She says 
she has seen him moving about 
your garden and hers at odd times 
in the night. So you see, I have 
to check out...” 

‘Amma nodded her head as if 
to agree and unlocked the door to 
step into the house, She would 
make that phone call... 


















The Statues 

Inspector Selvaraj who was the 
fone who had been holding the 
maali now stepped aside to talk to 
his constables. Eashwar moved 
closer to the maali to catch his 
hand and lead him to a garden 
bench. 

“How horrible,” he said, “How 
will you get out of this maali?” 

“That woman!” the maali 
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EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION 
‘The dole or the Indian wild dog 
normally communicates to other 
members of the group by whistling! 
+ RV. Selvakumar, Std IX, 
Sainik School, Amaravathi Nagar. 





HOW SHOCKING?! 

‘The South American electric ee! 
produces enough electricity to light up 
10 electric light bulbs! 


‘SUPER HOWLERS! 

The ‘howling monkeys’ of Central 
and South America are the noisiest land 
animals, They can be heard for 
distances upto 16 kms! 

+R, Prasanna, 
Gandhigram, Karur, 





exclaimed, “How was 1 to know 
that she was a snoop? I was 
putting her garden to rights as 
well... See how green and beautiful 
it has become... She doesn't care 
for her plants and | couldn't bear 
to see all the green wilting. Can 
you see what | have planted. 
Now she says | stole those horrible 
statues... didn't Eashwar... what 
would 1 do with them..." He 
stopped... 

“What maali, what happened. 
tell me!" Eashwar demanded 

“One or two of the stone statues 
in the garden were transported 
into my world by mistake, when 
I was working there...” the mali 
admitted softly, “I didn't think too 
much of it at that time.., What use 
or purpose are those statues to 
any of us? They looked so ugly 
too...” 
“What are we going to do?” 
Eashwar almost wailed. He could 


















feel frustrated tears starting to 
form in his eyes, 
"Shhh..." the maali cautioned, 





"Be calm and don't shout so. 
Eashwar... only you can help me 
transport the statues back. If | am 
taken to jail, then..." 

Then. Eashwar knew that 
the maali would perhaps never 
travel back to his world, 
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NEXT ISSUE 
the last episode 


Would the maali get back 
to_his world, ever? 
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WHAT TO ACCEPT 
AND WHAT NOT? 








From salwars to mini skirts; ime 
juice to coca-cola; dosas to pizzas... 
Such is the influence of western 
culture and values on our deep and 
rich Indian culture, This influence 
began with theentry ofthe Britshimo 74. spread is bound to happen, Have 
our country. But at that time our fy ei 
national leaders voiced their protest 0) Whe Musietn Sunil te oni 
‘ p89 St Ayurveda t its origin in India? 
against this influence. Today, we seem 7) a f 
tohave succumbed tot, Thishas ead THRSaealihy apparel 
to a certain strain between the 4. accept only those aspect of living 
generations and has resulted inseveral (p00 ONY Pius aute 
disparities and disagreements. aH bl eae PSEA. 
We must be careful a 0 what vo SUMuREandwadtion 
accept while such influences spread, Bhavan’s Varuna Vidyalaya, 
Cochin 











































WHAT 
RIGHT DO 
WE HAVE? 


How shock- 
ing that in this 
period of the 
21st century, fe- 






can we destroy 
another human 
life? 

Let us not for- 
get that this baby 
girl would grow 
up to be a moth 
er some day - and 
male infanticide ishegrows upto 
is still prevalent ‘be ay edvented 
in many parts of our country?! mother, her family will be 

So much is spoken about educated 
women's empowerment but peo- Afterall, every child's educa- 
ple still do not understand that tion begins at home and is im- 
girls must be given equal status! parted by mother first. 

Instead they ruthlessly kill the gir! 
child as soon as she is born, What - R.Rupa, Std.IX, 
right do we have to do this? How NHES, Jamshedpur 
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~ ©" Luxembourg, a small country in Western Europe, issued 
3 stamps on 10.12.2002, 
THE RED FOX - 0.45 Euro, shows the red fox with black paws, a 
white tipped tall and a brown - red coat with white patches, 
THE HEDGEHOG - 0.52 Euro, shows the hedgehog whose back is 
& covered with long, hard and sharp quills and stomach with soft fur, 
Its colour varies from light brown to black, 
THE DEER - 0.89 Euro, shows the deer that lives in Europe and 
Asia Ithas a brown - red coat and a short tail, The 


—- antlers of the male can have up to ten horns, 

$. gs | Source: Lux Phitate 

rae , = 4, Prabakararaju, Thivrukandeeswaram 
rN 


KAUAATUT NUNAAT. ORONLAND, 


bn N Rao 
LatAm HUNART BEM 
Christmas in the North Pole 
On the occasion of Christmas, Greenland issued a set of two 
stamps on 21 October, 2002. 
¢ The 4.50 Kroner stamp depicts children and sledge 
© The 4.75 Kroner stamp depicts children returning home 
after playing, 


AL 








Source: Greenland collector 







‘The Faroe Islands, a group of small islands 
in Europe near Scotland, issued on 17.09.2001, 
a set of 4 stamps of value 4.50 kroner, 6:50 
kroner, 9,00 kroner and 20 kroner, depioting 
whales, on the theme of ‘marinelife’ 
stamp news 
J. Manju Bhashini 
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Name : S. Ashok 
Age : 13 
Address : D.No. 55-43- 
16/7, Doctor's Colony, 
Seethammadhara, 
Visakhapatnam - 530 026. 
Hobbies: Playing video 
games, collecting coins, 
watching T.V,, drawing 
and painting and reading 





Age : 14 
Address : No.50, Sindhu, 
Vinayaka Layout, Ind cross, 
Marathalli, Bangalore 560 037. 
Hobbies : Reading, playing 
basket ball, watching movies, 
surfing the net and writing stories. 


Name : O.R. Jai Kumar 

Age: 14 

Address : 32, South Raja Street, 
‘Alandur, Chennai - 600 016. 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps, playing 
cricket and reading books. 


Name : M.B. Nishant 

Age: 11 

Address : IV/1, A-T.LC.TI Qtrs, 
Shivam road, Vidyanagar, Hyderabad 
500 007 

Hobbies : Judo, reading general 
knowledge books and playing foot ball 


Name : Ladika S. 

Age :17 

‘Address : Velankani Apts, Flat 201, 
Panchal Nagar, near St. Francis” High 
School, Nallasopara (W), Dist Thane 
401 203, 

Hobbies : Reading books, stitching 





Dave 












and painting. 





Name : P. Siva 
Age : 13 
Address : 14/E, 
Railway Colony, 
Madurai - 16, 
Hobbies 
Reading, playing 


cricket and Carnatic 
music. 


Name : K.V. Veena 
Age : 14 
Address : 105/C, 


W.& P. Qirs, West colony, Yelahanka, 
Bangalore 560 064. 

Hobbies : Singing, reading novels, 
collecting chocolate wrappers and pens 
and making friends. 


Name : Arjun S. Kumar 

Age : 10 

Address : 392, 6th Cross, 4th block, 
Ist stage, HBR layout, Bangalore 560 
043. 

Hobbies : Playing the tabala, reading 
novels, playing cricket and chess. 


Name : Girish Y, Kamble 

Age: 15 

Address : Jeevan Sahar Society, 
Parijat Bldg, A/103, Tarun Bharat Area, 
Old Chakala, Andheri (East), Mumbai 
400.099. 

Hobbies : Listening to music, reading 
books, writing leters to friends, playing 
cricket and badminton. 





comuan EQ ser roo 


Name : Meera Nandakumar 

‘Age: 12 years 

Address : VKV Kuporijo, 
P.O. Daporijo, Dt., Upper 
Subansiri, Arunachal Pradesh 
791 122. 

Hobbies : Reading adventurous 
books and bird watching. 


Name : R. Satya Prakash 
Age: 14 
Address : A/204, Madhura 
Colony, Kusugal Road, Keshwapur, 
Hubli 580 023, 





Hobbies : Listening to songs, 
watching TLV. and reading mystery 
stories. 


Name : Nikita Kadri 
Age : 13 
Address : ‘Shilpa Sangeeta’, near 





Dear Readers, 

* You are most welcome to 
send in your contributions to Goku- 
lam either by post or by e-mall 

Remember every contribution 
sent by you should give details of 
your - Name, Age, Class, Name 
and address of school, Resi- 
dential address and a decla- 
ration stating that the contri- 
bution is your original cre- 
ation (if not, the source must 
be mentioned). 

However, we cannot guarantee 
that your contribution will be pub- 
lished. It is also not possible for 
[us_to tell_you_when it will be 





FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Kadri Toll gate, Kankanary Post, 
Mangalore 575 002. 

Hobbies : Reading, listening to 
music, writing letters and watching 
TY. 


Name : M. Rasagnya 

Age: 13, 

Address; 3-14-18/A/2, 
Srinivasapuram, Ramanathapur, 
Hyderabad - 500 013. 

Hobbies : Singing, painting, 
playing volley ball and reading 
Gokulam. 





Name ; S. Vandana 
Age: 13, 
Address : 154, Maruthi Street, 
‘T.Nagar, Tirupati 517 507(A.P) 
Hobbies ; Reading, listening to 
‘music and making friends, 







published. But, if you require your 
contributions to be sent back to 
you on rejection, then you must 
enclose a self addressed, stamped 
envelope. 

WISH YOU GOOD LUCK! - Editor 
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ENTRY - 2 


CLUES 
ACROSS 











1, Indian state famous for its 
beaches and churches 

6. Harry . A boy 
wizard created by J.K. Rowling 

7. Past tense of eat 

9. A graceful water bird 

10. Not false 

14, To recede 

15. Cricketer Tendulkar’s first 
name 

16. Large 


CLUES 





2. Capital of 
Canada 
3. See 
4. Pigs live 
here 
5. Metals are | 


DY ELSVTL 
ung “TE wequanyy "g 

30'S 48°F YOOT'E 
ean ‘z :unog, 


aq 9t 
unpes "st.aqa FE | 
ana, ‘or HEHS “6NV"L 
saneg "9 209 °T 
sssonDy : siaMsuy 


CRISS-CROSS 


extracted from this 
8. This city was earlier known 
as Bombay 
11. What we get during the 
12. Donkey like animal 


13. Pretend 
- B. Vijeeta, 

Std IV, 

St. Teresa’s Convent High 
School, 

Mumbai - 54, 































CROSSWORD CONTEST 
CORNER ee iver 


ENTRY -3 of a leaf (3) 
15, It moves the bones (6) 
This crosswords based on Science __16- Potassium metabisulphide 


ie. Physics, Chemistry and Biology, (Symbol) (3) 


CLUES ACROSS: CLUES DOWN: 
1, A place where experiments are 2. Protective covering of an egg (6) 
carried out (3) 3, Platelets play a role in forming, 
6. A class of substances which this (4) 
neutralise acids (6) 4, Vital liquid in plants (3) 
7. Genetic material (3) 5, Solder is an alloy of lead and 
9, A physical quantity, product of _—————? (3) 
force and displacement(4) 8, Baking soda and washing soda 


are compounds of this (6) 

LL Respiratory organ in a tadpole (4) 

12, Flightless 

» bird of Australia 
/ (3) 


10, Part of a 








13, Abbreviation 

10 confirm quality 
—J of « commercial 
] product (3) 
Supriya R. 

Std XI, 
Elamulam, Kochi 
682 020 
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CARROT CREAM SHAKE 


Ingredients : 

Medium sized carrots - 3 

Milk ¥ litre 

‘Sugar- 1 cup 

Cashewnut and Badam (Chopped) 

=10 

Cardamom - 2 to 3 

Cashew Paste - 3 tablespoons 
Method : Peel, wash and cut the 

carrots and make into a paste using 

the mixer, Extract its juice 

completely and filter. Allow the milk 


| to boil and add cardamom and 


sugar. Allow the milk to thicken 
well, Add the carrot extract and the 
cashew paste to the milk. Allow it 












to boil well. Top it up with chopped 
‘cashew and badam. Serve hot or cold. 

+, Sreenidhi, Std.1X, Balalok Matric 

Higher Sec. School, Chennai 


CHOCOLATE - HONEY ICECREAM 


Ingredients : 

2 tsp of milk powder 

3 tsp of sugar 

2 tsp of honey 

Hot water 

Chocolate mixed with cream for 
garnishing. 

Some cherries. 

Method : Take milk powder and sugar 
ina glass. Add litte hot water and mix it 
well. Put this in the mixer and run for 
bubbles. Add honey. Refrigerate and 
garnish it with the cream chocolate and 
cone cherry betore serving. 

- Vidya Sashikumar, Std. IX, 
‘Meghmata Roy Education Centre, 
Kolkata 





CARAMELLED NUTS 


Ingredients : 
Sugar 1 cup 
Water - 1 cup 
Walnuts - 1 ¥ cups (cut into small 
pieces) 
‘Method : Mix water and sugar ina 
bow. Then boli. Stirconstantl until 
the sugar dissolves. Boil the syrup 
© until itturns golden brown. Remove 
from the oven. Add the walnuts 
and coatthe nuts with the caramel, 


Set aside untiit cools down and 
enjoy. 
= Sumana Vardhan, 
‘Age 9, USA 
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age of 
signing 
ght hand: 
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the game and specially, OFS 
avoid such errors ES 
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4 to see the cover P! 
ciberraty though Sachin is, 
‘ "2003 issue. Al i 
ec a wes cei 
i this, 
have seen him 
ith his left hands I 
with, Tossa your ates 
= Sanjay S- 
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that children. arevextromely 
‘ghaervant and, a6 adults; We 
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ails. 
Seve hall certainly be 


‘carefull future 
more case = Baltor 









1 have a request. Why 
don't you publish the name of the child who has re- 
ceived the maximum number of certificates? 

= R.S.Prakash, Hubli 
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Dear Praka: 
We do publish itevery 
year - either in July or 
‘August, We have to wait 
until the one year period 

gets over in June. 
+ Editor 





Sorry, I did not write 
to you earlier. The arti- 
cle 'A child's prayer for 
peace’ (Jan - 2003) was 
extremely good. The 
February issue too was 

great. 
= Akhila Valsad, 
Gujarat 


Imay at times forget 
to complete my school 
homework but I'l nev- 
er forget to read Goku- 
lam every month. 
-KSai Brinda, 
Hyderabad 


T read the Scooby 
Doo series and the 
Scooby Doo quiz. 
‘They were really s 
perb! The pictorial 
article on ‘Dog 








was very informative, 1 
Jeart a lot from it 


-R. Steff, 
‘Tirunelveli 


Gokulam always 


maintains high stan- 





dards. My standard of English 
has also improved. For this, 
the credit goes to Gokulam, 
Moreover, columns like 
grandma worm and hello 
doctor, help to solve a lot of 
problems that we young 
children face. 

~D. Mohan Arvind, 
Chennai 


Toved the February issue forthe 
p si 


1 do not find many tiny 


facts (snippets) being pub- | MOF HP. Can you 


formation about Mis, 1X 


lished these days. Please 


do look into this. 
+ R.V. Selva Kumar, 


‘Amaravathi Nagar 


Gokulam is very 
beautiful and colourful 
these days. Congratula- 
tions! 


photograph? 
~K-Suganya, Chennai, 


Frankly speaking, th, 
cover sory HP mans yee 
‘marvellous. I would like to 
know more about Danie} 
Radcliffe. Can you also. 
ive us a HP poster? 


-M. Ram Prabu, 
Theni 


‘The column ‘coun- 
tries and their children’ was very informative and 


also useful. We learnt a lot from it, Do continue t0 


publish it 
+ R. Sajini, Mumbai 


1 suddenly seem to be missing “Balu, the bully’. 
+ Swathi Priya, New Bombay 


‘The feature “fascinating flora’ and the serial ‘the 
man with no name’ are very interesting. Thanks for 
Publishing my game in the February issue. Iam very 


happy. 
+ 8. Sujit Kumar, New Delhi 


imple reason 


Please publish some 


Rowling along with 





The cover story on 
World Cup Cricket 
(March) was marvellous. 
The history of the World 
Cup is explained beauti- 
fully. Please increase the 
number of pages to over 


100. 
Prabhakaran, 
Chennai. 
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Greek mythology brims with ac- 
counts of wars and skirmishes among 
the Gods and Mortals, War and re- 
venge were the phenomena that re- 
peatedly occurred in 
these descriptions. 
The Trojan War 
was @ major con- 
flict in which an- 
cient Greece 
defeated the 
city of Troy. 
Most of the 
knowledge 
about this war 
is obtained 


from epic poems 
‘and descriptions giv- 
en by ancient poets like Homer and 
Virgil. Today, archeologists believe 
that the poets blended fiction and his- 
tory to conjure an untrue and de- 
Jormed image of the Trojan War, al- 
though in reality, it could have been 
just a minor skirmish, Nevertheless, 
the war is viewed as an absorbing ep- 
isode in the ever interesting Greek 
Mythology. 


According to myth, the Trojan War 
resulted from an incident at the wed- 
ding of Peleus, the king of Phthia, and 
‘Thetis, a sea goddess. Except for Eris, 
the goddess of Discord, all the other 
gods and goddesses had been invited. 
Eris was offended and to seck revenge, 
‘she sent to the wedding, a golden ap- 
ple with the inscription ‘For the Fair- 





















est’ written on it. Three goddesses - 
Hera, the wife of Zeus and protector 
of marriage and women, Athena, the 
goddess of crafts, war and wisdom and 
‘Aphrodite, the goddess of love - each 
claimed the fruit and a quarrel began, 
Paris, the son of king Priam 
of Troy, judged the contest. 
Aphrodite promised to have 
the “Most beautiful woman 
in the world”, Helen, fall in 
love with Paris, if he ad- 
judged her the winner, Par- 
is followed suite and pos- 


sibility of a war appeared. Len 


Helen was already married to 
King Menelaus of Sparta, Paris paid 
‘friendly visitto Sparta and here, Aph- 
rodite fulfilled her promise. Helen and 
Paris fled to Troy. Menelaus was furi- 
ous and organized an expedition 
against Troy. 

How the ‘Trojan war took place 
thereafter has been captured with 
different endings. 

‘The more popular version is the 
story of the wooden horse written by 
Homer. It began after a long and un- 
successful siege when the Grecks built 
huge wooden horse and placed it out- 
side the walls of Troy. Many warriors 
like Odysseus hid inside the horse 
while the rest of the Greek army sailed 
away {0 a nearby island. The Trojans 
saw the retreating forces and celebrat- 
ed theirapparent victory. They mistook 
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the wooden horse for a sacred offering 
from the Greeks and pulled it into Troy. 
Cassandra, Paris's sister, had warned 
the army against bringing the wooden 
horse inside Troy. Apollo once fell in 
love with Cassandra and granted her 
the power to foresee the future, but 
when she failed to return back his love, 
he cursed her by ordering that no one 
\was to believe her prophesies. The Tro- 
jan army hence disregarded her warn- 
ings. 


Atnight, when all the Trojan army 




























Greek Mythology 


was fast asleep, Odysseus and his com- 
panions crept out of the horse and 
‘opened the gates of Troy to let in the 
Greek army, who had returned from the 
island, Troy was looted and burnt and 
Menelaus and Helen were reunited. 


Yer another version talks about 
Helen marrying Paris’ brother. 

‘The army of Menelaus that attacked 
Troy, included great Greek warriors 
like Achilles, Odysseus, Agamemnon 
and Nestor. Apart from Aphrodite, 
most of the gods and goddesses sided 
with the Greeks. The Greek army laid 
siege on Troy for ten years, but could 
not conquer the city. The Trojans were 
helped by the Ethiopians and the wom- 
‘en warriors called Amazons. Achilles, 
the valiant Greek warrior, defeated 
memnon, the king of the Ethiopians, 
and slayed the Amazon queen - Pen- 
thesilia. However, he was killed when 
Paris, guided by Apollo, shot an ar- 
row in his heel. Paris was finally 
killed during the war and Helen mat 
ried his brother Deiphobus, who 
‘was also killed. 





Whatever the myth, excava- 
tions have proved that the site of 
Troy housed about nine cities, 
each being built over the ruins 
of its predecessor! It is also 
believed that the sixth city 
), was the victim of the Tro- 
jan War. However, the real 
truth regarding the Trojan War 
was burnt along with Troy and may 
perhaps, never be known. 
+ PR. Arun, Std.XIL, Christ 
Nagar School, Trivandrum 


+ I would take the 
¢ shuttle, travelling 


at its usual speed in orbit 


100,000 years to reach the 
star Proxima Centauri 
which is about 444 



















Light from the Large 
Magellanic Cloud, the 
takes 170,000 
yeurs to reach the Earth! 








est gala: 





* Light from the 
Andromeda Galaxy, takes more 
than 2 milion years to reach the 
Earth! 





+ The most powerful star, Eta Ca stellation 


nin the 


nae in thee 
Carina, became 4 million times brighter than the 
mid-1800s! 








+ When the Universe is 100 times older than itis now, all 
the stars will be dead and the galxies will be fading! 


% The Plaskett’s star, in the constellation Monoceros, has 
more than 50 times the mass of the Sun! 


The Dog star or Sirius, nick-named Pup, is 350,000 times 
more massive than the Earth! 





~ D. Prabavati, Std XI, Velammal Matric, 
























Mr. Cornelius 
Fudge simply 
wants to retain his 
B post as the Minis- 
ter of Magic. Just 
as many other 
people, he doesn't 
want to believe 
the fact that 
Voldemort has 
come back to 
power. Why do 
you think this is 
Strange behav- 
iour? In my opin- 
ion, there is noth- 


OF course, the Mrs 
Figg that Dumbledore was 
referring to was the same as, 
Mrs. Arabella Figg who 
lived next door to the Durs- 
leys. Don't you know that 
only witches have many 
cats? So did Mrs.Figg, 
Dursleys’ neighbour! 
Vandhana, Std.IX, 
SBOA Matric, 
Madurai. 








Dumbledore and Volde- 
mort can never be one and 
the same. Voldemort is a 
dark wizard while Dumble- 
dore works for the welfare 7 
of his fellow-wizards. And, wasn't ing strange about it. 
‘Voldemort once a student of Dumble- = C. Aishwarya, Std.1X, 
dore at Hogwarts? SBOA Matric, Madurai, 
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DE HARRY POTTER MANIA 


Tr is true that Dumbledore and 
Voldemort have never come face to 
face, Still, I don’t accept that they are 
‘one and the same person. Dumbledore 
could have well killed the muggle born 
and Harry Potter when they met face 
to face in school, couldn't he? 

‘As Minister of Magic, Fudge can- 
not tolerate the rise of Voldemort. This 
is very natural for any- 
one. So, what's 
strange? 

- K. Suganya, 
StdIX, 
Jawahar Vidyalaya, 
Chennai. 

We have a doubt. 
Can anyone clear it? 

Th book Il, The 
Prisoner of Azkaban, 
everyone is eager to 
protect Harry Potter 
because Sirius Black 
had escaped, The 
witches and wizards 
are also eager to give 
away Sirius to the De- 
mentors. Towards the 


end of the book however, Sirius Black 
escapes with the help of Harry, Ron, 
Hermione and Dumbledore. 

Let us go on to book IV - The Gob- 
let of Fire. In this book, even though 
the witches and wizards know that Sir- 


ius Black had escaped, they complete- 
ly forget to take precautions to protect 
Harry and to capture Sirius Black. Ex- 
cept for Harry, Ron, Hermione, Dumb- 
ledore and Molly Weasley nobody else 
including the witches and wizards are 
aware of the true identity of Sirius 
Black. Why is it then that they don’t 
protect Harry? 











We hope our friends and other 
Gokulam readers will be able to clear 
our doubt 





- Deepti Bhat 
Shamini Thiagarajan, Std.1X, 
St. Mary’s HS, Cuddalore. 





conan 7B) som roo 











SLITHER a = a ‘were good friends, 
AND 
SQUIRM 


the two friends 













Mohan - C.J. Siby 


Les move avay from 


The friends began 
here Sither.. We'll eel 























Slther wouldn't Tisten, He stuck his head) 
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into the ho 














conan FG) se ss 








Slither shivered with fear, 


Outside the hole - 





‘Doopst 
Sorry for the) 
disturbance, 


my friend outside, 
You can eat me 








Mrs Mongoose, please 
‘eat me first and then 





What does he 
‘mean? 









































Hold on tight. 
Let's goand 
catch some fish, 














Squlrm stranded and dived down, 








‘Moral We earetul when you 
choose your frends. 
conuiam 78 fpnit 2003 





















The Supreme court has 
struck down a law recently enacted by 
parliament, which said that a candidate 
standing for elections need not declare 
his assets or his past criminal record. The 
Supreme court has sad in i's verdict, that 
{the right to information isa fundamental 
right under our constitution and all citi- 
zens have a right to know about the fi- 
nancial status, educational qualification, 
criminal record etc, of the candidates so 
that they can choose their representative 
properly. This verdict may be considered 
a5 abig victory tora healthy democracy, 

kkk 

‘Ai eyes were on Himachal Pradesh 
during the recent elections, since it was 
a B.J.P. ruled state and because the 
Gujarat pattern of Hindutva propaganda 
‘was carried out there. The Gujarat Chief 
Minister Narendra Modi himself ad- 
dressed several gatherings. But what re- 
sulted in a land slide victory in Gujarat 
turmed out to be a disaster for B.J.. in 
Himachal Pradesh. “It was due to in-fght- 
ing amongst party members” commented 
the B.J.P. leadership. But there was 
{roupism in the Congress too and inspite 
of several rebel candidates, the Congress 
scored with flying colours, 

tk 

A crude bomb went off in a suburban 
train in Mulund (Mumbai) killing ten 
people and injuring seventy. The bomb 
was placed in a ladies compartment and 
several police women were among the 
dead. The hands ofa terrorist outfit is sus- 
pected, though no particular organisation 










has so far 
come forward to | 
claim responsibilty 
Of course we have to 
take counter mea- 
sures to curb terror- 
‘sm, But that will not 
yield a permanent so- 
Jution for which, po- 
litical sagacity is re- 
quired. In its ab- 
sence, poor, innocent 
lives are lost again 
and again 
kee 

The central gov- 
erment has decided 
to form a review 
committee to assess misuse, if 
any, of POTA or Prevention of Ter- 
rorism Act, In Tamil Nadu, party 
leaders like Vaiko and 
PNedumaran have been languish- 
ing In. jalls for several months 
without any trial, charged under 
POTA. The opposition has been 
trying very hard to draw the at- 
tention of the center in this mat- 
ter. It is felt that the center's 
present move will only result in 
further delays, since the members 
of the raview committee have not 
been named yet (except the Presi- 
dent) and since the committee's 
powers are only recommendatory 
in nature 
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‘S7.NP, Jawaharlal Nohru Road, 


THE ART OF READING 


Dear Reader, 
On a recent visit toa 
friend’s house 1 was 
happy to see his 
daughter deeply 
immersed ii 
You know what! 
“Say hello to uncle,” her 
father had to goad her twice before she took her 
eyes off Harry Potter and blinked at me! 
“What other books do you read?" I asked. 
“Enid Blyton” she responded immediately. “I 
started off with ‘Noddy’ as a child and now [am 
with the ‘Famous Five’!” 
“Congrats!” 1 said. “I’m sure in a couple of 
years you will graduate into ‘Mills & Boon’ 
books!” 













Taiso gave some friendly advice to her futher, 
I asked him to encourage his daughter to read 
books other than Harry Potter and Enid Blyton 
Not that these books are not worthy of reading. 
‘They are definitely good, but our reading habits 
should be such that we taste a variety of authors, 
especially the classical ones, 

Tom Brown's School Days, Uncle Tom's Cab- 
in, Huckleberry Finn and Treasure Island are some 
of the great classics which should be read. Shakes- 
peare, Rafael Sabatini, Alexander Dumas, Victor 
Hugo and other great authors can be read in their 
retold versions to begin with. 


Harry Potter and Enid Blyton are like Pop 
Music. The titles and authors mentioned above are 
like classical music, 

You must develop a taste for both! It is impor- 





tant, not for the music or the books, but for you! 
‘The Magazine for Children ° 
- Balter 
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= Fokbaa? 
Our Mental Arithmetic 


program, using abacus, 

would help your child score 
good marks in 

ALL subjects. 


To discover how learning can be fun, admit your child in UC MAS today 








UC MAS Centres in India || Program Enhances 


Chennai $8 | Master Franchisees » Speed » Accuracy 
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Pondy 03 ina Skil 
‘Guat 4205 T0457. » Imaging Skills 

Kamath 18 : ing 


Aoden Pradesh (40) D827 
Kerala 10 
ee sh ey » Concentration + Listening 


Dai 02 | Pept » Learning Ability 
Over 175 centers allover india 


Universal Concept Mental Arithmetic System 


L Now at a reduced 
2. monthly fee of 


Rs. 450/- 

















> International concept, now in india 
> Mental arithmetic using ABACUS 





> For whole brain development 
> For4-12 year old children 


ental Arithmetic - India 
UC MAS Mental Arithmetic (India) P 
Corporate office: No A-1, 1857,13" Main Road, 6° Avenue, Anna 
| Chennai 600 040. Ph (044) 2618 0468/2396/4083. Fax: 0 
Email: admin@ucmasindia.com Web site: www.ucmasit 
I We welcome franchise enquiry from all over India. 
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